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a first computer readable program code means for enabling the computer system to offer 
a first and a\econd lot, defined at least in part by a buyer, to a plurality of potential sellers, said 
first and second lots having at least one product; 

a secondVomputer readable program code means for enabling the computer system to 
define a closing time for said first lot before which bids for said first lot are to be submitted by 
potential sellers; \ 

a third computet readable program code means for enabling the computer system to 
define a closing time for said second lot before which bids for said second lot must be submitted 
by a potential seller, said closing time for said second lot being later than said closing time for 
said first lot by a first time interval; 

a fourth computer readable program code means for enabling the computer system to 
receive bids from potential sellers f^r said first lot; 

a fifth computer readable program code means for enabling the computer system to 
extend said closing time of said first lot by an incremental amount of time upon the occurrence of 
a predetermined lot extension criterion relating to said received bids; and 

a sixth computer readable program coate means for enabling the computer system to 
extend said closing time of said second lot if saidVextended closing time of said first lot precedes 
said closing time of said second lot by less than a sefcond time interval. 

90. The computer program product of claim 89, whefeein said fifth computer readable 
program code means comprises computer readable program, code means for enabling the 
computer system to determine whether a received bid is bettek than the best of the previously 
received bids. \ 
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91 . The computer program product of claim 90, wherein said fifth computer readable 
program code means comprises computer readable program code means for enabling the 
computer system to determine whether a received bid is the lowest bid. 

92. The computer program product of claim 89, wherein said fifth computer readable 
program code m^lans comprises computer readable program code means for enabling the 
computer system tc^ determine if a received bid is within a predetermined amount of a preceding 
bid. 

93. The computer program product of claim 89, wherein said fifth computer readable 
program code means comprises computer readable program code means for enabling the 
computer system to determine whether a bid is received within a third time interval of said first 
lot closing time. 

94. The computer program pfoauct of claim 89, further comprising: 
a seventh computer readable program code means for enabling the computer system to 

offer a third lot to the plurality of potential sellers; 

an eighth computer readable program code means for enabling the computer system to 
define a closing time for said third lot before which bids for said third lot must be submitted by a 
potential seller, said closing time for said tn^rd lot being later than said closing time for said 
second lot by a fourth time interval; 

a ninth computer readable program cod&means for enabling the computer system to 
determine whether said extended closing time of said second lot precedes said closing time of 
said third lot by less than a fifth time interval; and, if so, 

a tenth computer readable program code means for enabling the computer system to 
extend said closing time of said third lot. 
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95. & computer program product for enabling a processor in a computer system to 
conduct a^business-to-business online auction between a buyer and a plurality of potential sellers, 
said computer program product comprising: 

a computer usable medium having computer readable program code means embodied in 
said medium forVausing an application program to execute on the computer system, said 
computer readable program code means comprising: 

a first computer readable program code means for enabling the computer system to offer 
a plurality of lots, definfcd at least in part by a buyer, to a plurality of potential sellers, each of 
said plurality of lots having at least one product; 

a second computer readable program code means for enabling the computer system to 
defining a closing time for each of said plurality of lots, wherein a closing time for a lot defines a 
time before which bids for the lot are to be submitted by a potential seller; 

a third computer readable pmgpdm code means for enabling the computer system to 
determine whether a closing time for a second lot is within a predefined time interval from the 
extended closing time of said first lot, upon the extension of a closing time for a first lot; and 

if the closing time for said second lot is within a predefined time interval from the 
extended closing time of said first lot, a fourth computer readable program code means for 
enabling the computer system to extend said clewing time of said second lot such that the time 
between the extended closing time of said secona\{ot and the extended closing time of said first 
lot is at least said predefined time interval. 

96. The computer program product of claim 95, further comprising: 
a fifth computer readable program code means fo^enabling the computer system to 

determine whether a closing time for a third lot is within said predefined time interval from the 
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§>f said second lot, upon the extension of a closing time for said second lot; 
ne for said third lot is within a predefined time interval from the extended 
ond lot, a sixth computer readable program code means for enabling the 
end said closing time of said third lot such that the time between the 
if said third lot and the extended closing time of said second lot is at least 
erval. 
nducting a business-to-business online auction for custom industrial 
products or materials between a buyer and a plurality of potential sellers, comprising: 

means for offering epfirst and a second lot, defined at least in part by a buyer, to a 
plurality of potential sellers, said first and second lots having at least one product; 

means for defining a closing time for said first lot before which bids for said first lot are 
to be submitted by potential sellers^^ 

means for defining a closing time for said second lot before which bids for said second lot 
must be submitted by a potential seller, said closing time for said second lot being later than said 
closing time for said first lot by a first time interval; 

means for receiving bids from potential sellers for said first lot; 

means for extending said closing time orsaid first lot by an incremental amount of time 
upon the occurrence of a predetermined lot extension criterion relating to said received bids; and 

means for extending said closing time of said\econd lot if said extended closing time of 
said first lot precedes said closing time of said second lot by less than a second time interval. 

98. The system of claim 97, wherein said means for extending said closing time of said first 
lot determines whether a received bid is better than the best oMie previously received bids. 
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99. The system of claim 97, wherein said means for extending said closing time of said first 
lot determines whether a received bid is the lowest bid. 

100. The system of claim 96, wherein said means for extending said closing time of said first 
lot determines if a\eceived bid is within a predetermined amount of a preceding bid. 

101. The system of claim 96, wherein said means for extending said closing time of said first 
lot determines whether at)id is received within a third time interval of said first lot closing time. 

\ 

102. The system of claim 96, further comprising: 

means for offering a third lot to the plurality of potential sellers; 
means for defining a closing time for said third lot before which bids for said third lot 
must be submitted by a potential sejuefl, said closing time for said third lot being later than said 




closing time for said second lot by aHflurth time interval; 

means for determining whether said extended closing time of said second lot precedes 
said closing time of said third lot by less than a fifth time interval; and, if so, 

means for extending said closing time ofsaid third lot. 

103. A system for conducting an online auction between a buyer and a plurality of potential 
sellers, comprising: 

means for offering a plurality of lots, defined atleast in part by a buyer, to a plurality of 
potential sellers, each of said plurality of lots having at least one product; 



means for defining a closing time for each of said plurality of lots, wherein a closing time 
for a lot defines a time before which bids for the lot are to be si^jmitted by a potential seller; 
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npqn the extension of a closing time for a first lot, means for determining whether a 
closing time rs^ a second lot is within a predefined time interval from the extended closing time 
of said first lot; 

if the closing-time for said second lot is within a predefined time interval from the 
extended closing time ofysaid first lot, means for extending said closing time of said second lot 
such that the time between the extended closing time of said second lot and the extended closing 
time of said first lot is at least said predefined time interval. 



104. The system of claim 103, S^M^ comprising: 



upon the extension of a closing time for said second lot, means for determining whether a 
closing time for a third lot is within said predefined time interval from the extended closing time 
of said second lot; and 

if the closing time for said third lot is withfn a predefined time interval from the extended 
closing time of said second lot, means for extending s^d closing time of said third lot such that 
the time between the extended closing time of said third ib^and the extended closing time of said 
second lot is at least said predefined time interval. 



REMARKS 

Applicants have deleted claims 9-88 and added new claims 89-104. Accordingly claims 
1-8 and 89-104 are presently pending. 
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